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EDITORIEL.

In the esrly seventies - the first few yesrs of
L24 suiling - a few of our owners got themselves
irto trouble, tresting our light plening hull like

it wos & BLiff, bullssted JO3 yacht. 1Isolated
reports (often exaggersted by other envious T/5
owners) began filtering in about knockdowns,
rescuzs &nd such, The RL24 hssociation plsyed a8
sigrificent role ir. educating RL owners into (a)
the joys of handling & yacht that behaved like &
largz, 24 ft. dipghy (b) the pecessery safety
mecsures that this design concept regquired.

Your kssuciation conducted buosyancy and self-
righting tests and made recommendations to
memzzrs end the designer. The result was the
Mzrk 11 with grester bunllest end more buoyency
and enh incident frer period of succecsful RLZ4
recing ir the late severties, eerly eighties.

But lets not gat complacent about the now
excellient safety record of our class. we 4o nap
swr some sort of super-boat. We own & fest, light
trziler sail=r, Thare are clese rules concerring
safety that sre mandatory as well as &YF safgty
reguirements that sensiblez skippzrs should &adhere
5. A recent unfortunate incident involvinz &
Merk I hull is reported ir. this issue ené has
movad us to devote som2 spete to safz2ty ond 10

re-cep, £or the benefit of newar owners, the
ezrlier safety recomuendstions perticulerly
concernirg Mark 1 hulls.
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NT wRONZ,
A1l yechts cern b2 knocked down ir certein conditions
of wind, see. &nd s&il erez ir use. It is nice to
know thoogh thet your yacht will self-right, or et
lzast not sink. Very eerly in the developmznt of
RL24's. it wes rezlised thast the Mark I hull,
elthough it would not sink, would b2 ornly just
booyent whern full of water and therefore s> uncstakle
2s to be s:szlf-rightind only in celm water. 211
owners were recommended to incstell mdre buovency
materiel and & clasc rule wes in<roduced reguiring
buoyency foam ir the top 1.75 m of all mests., The
menufacturer ammendad the design, 8nd hence the

‘ark I1 evolved with substantially heavier keel

and with & lot more built-irn buoyency. However, it
is now about & years since these self-righting and
buoyancy tests and subsejuent recommendations.

£ome owners mey not have heedsd the advice end new
owners méy be unawere, Certeinly Seawebl had no
extre buoyancy and had no foarm in the mast. It is
epparently fitted with the originel 120 Kg keel.
Further, when she was firzlly beached it wzs found
that the forward budyancy coTpzrtment wes not sezlzid
snd was almost full of weter,

THZ SOLUTION,

1. Budyancy. Al Mark I hulls should have et
least 3 cub. ft. (D.1 cub, metzrs) of busyency
acéded. Use closed cell polyurethene foar
which is either pouretble (expands after mixing'
or is in pre-cest slebs. Fill entire gunwales
with foam betweer. outer hull end cock-pit
moulding. Find ac many osther spaces s you Carn
£0. Each side of &nd forwerd of Porte Potti:
under cockpit floo1; under guarter berths., 1Ir
generel, the higher it can be placed the bettel
Poursble foam may be used arsund much cheaper
polystyrene foam (comuan paching material),

In a8 large space use & number of small pours
as pressure can build up it large pours.

2. Mest. Our cless rules stete:
The top section of the mast shall be filled
with buoyant non-interosnnecting cellular
foam plastic from the main halyard block down
for & distence of 1.75 meters. Although this
rule was introduced in the days before tapered
masts were ir general use it is s5till neverthe-
less an effective 8id in minimising the chance
of & complete 18D  roll). &)l owners are
reminded that y>u must comply with this rule to
compate in RL24 sponsored events. Also note
that AYF rule concerning buoyency. “hittention
is drawn to the vzlue of buoyancy in the top
4 rd of the mast*.

3. 1Integrity of Hull. Of course every owner
realises that {t is their responsibility to
ensure the soundness of their yacht, including
buoyancy compartments, but does everyone
realise thot it 1e a mandatory AYF r2guirement
that "where budysncy is in the form of secled
compartments, a drsin hdole and screw type plug
sh&all be fitted to each such compartment.
Nothing shell be stowed in these compartments",
1.e. you should ensvre yosur sezled compart-
ment is seasled and hig n> weter in 1t,

4. Drainage. Most Merk 1 hulls were delivered
without cockpit dredns, locker drains, anchor
well dreins end with no bulkhead sesling off
the cockpit locker from the cabin srea. Owners
heve incorporéeted these in mdst cases but some
ere in-adesmuate. The ;JYF reguire cockpit dreins
to have & clesr &rzs of 10 cm’

5. Ballast. The
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held shut o ntly sttached. The

i 1 betential storm-
2d in hesvy wezthsr.

7. g Remamber you

11 keselbozt. Our

&

c

3

i

t
€. Cther relavant sefety rulszs. The AYF rulzss

mzke it mendstory £or ysu %o
(&) secure heavy

evy erulipment over 5 kg. e.a.
motor, anchor
r

n

evert retracteble keels
g from the cess in event of

(b) positively p
from escapi
capsiza.

"“The owner shell
forseeakle
sure the szfety
egttention shall

and, to guote ruls
continuously take
circupstences w’

r

bz given to

sheet cleating to erable cuick releassz
Xe2l positioning and lockdown
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MORE BACKGROUKD ON_SAFE SLILING.

frising fromr the unfortuneat2 incident to Seawebd

we &re making safety something of & theme for this
issue. The following Storm t> Remember, Caught in

& Blow, Slab Reefing, are reproduced from old issuss
of Victorian RL24 Newsletters. There is something
to learn from each.

A LTORM T KIMEMBER,

Remember the dey roofs were blown from houses and
two people were killed by fslling trees in Altona?
Ron 8nd Lyn McIntyre had firet hand experience of
th2 storm. The following letter was gent to the

hesoclstion and is reprinted in the interest of
the membership,

"1 em sure many RL24 Associastion members will be
pleased to learn of the excellent performance put
up by Almitre 4n the storm on Port Phillip Ray

last Sunday (Jen 24th). Lyn and 1 were sailing
from Indented Head to St Kild: and st about 3 p.m,
we ware near the cerg> ship anchorage., we had been
s5ailing with the mainsail reefed snd 1 had just



‘pulled down the storm jib when the first gusts hit
us. Lyn had beern careful to put my lifejacket on
and had to open the hatch covers to get hers out of
the cabin., It was touch and go whether the covers
could be put back before we went over! We were in
line with the centre of the storm cloud as {t

passed from ~ltona to Black Rock and once it
enveloped us, the sea was whipped into a fury,
visibility was cut to 20 feet and the wind just
flattened us. Lyn was up near the mast on the

part side trying to unds the main halyard when

the full force of the wind hit. I found myself in
the wzter with the boat ir on2 hand the ruddzr in
the other - I don't know how it came 2ff. I cannot
say exactly what happened to the boat, but can only
explain the initial snd final positions by sgrmis&nq
that we did a clockwise 2707 roll then a 1807 anti-
clockwise roll, looking from the stern. Lyn was
dragged under by one of the mast stays and can
remember looking up to see daylight from under the
boat. 1 dragged myself around from the stern to
amidships t> see lyn em2rge from under the bo:t with
a few ropes around her. She hai been und2ar £5r son2
time and was pretty brezthless. wWe were able to sit
and recover on the side of the cockpit while the
gale raged around.

I decided to take the mainsail down or rather bring
it in as it was now lying horizontazl - better late
than rever. This was much easier than I expected
and after a couple of minutes I rejoined Lyn for &
breathar. The wind had absted somewhat s> I decided
t> stand her up., UNo sooner had I climbed arsund

the gunwhale and put my foot on the keel than she
came over easily. The anchor had fellen out of the
anchor locker and hzld fast in the mud keeping us
headed int> the wind. Llyn and I sat down in the
cockpit both & bit amazed to find the bost the right
way up and still afloet and wondering if she was
going to stay that way. The wind was dropping
considerably and after & few minutes we felt safe
encugh to open the hatches. The water was abdut 3"
below the mein hatchway entrence and was mixed with
matches, ricebubbles, soap powder, sleeping bags,
books and came2ras all sloshing around in the cabin.
A harrowing sight ind=sed.

kfter about half an hours balling, we tried the
motor without success and as our rudder was gone

our thought turned to calling for some assistance.
The radio did not give any response so Lyn suggested
that the big red sheet with the "V" on it might
attract some attention. I had always wondered what
possible purpose it could have but no soomer was it
hauled up or the main halyard than we had twd very
competant and sympathetic chaps in a Ports and
Harbours emergancy boat by our side.

211 in all it wes gulte an experience and one which
gives one confidence that despite mistreatment and
2bus2 the RL24 is & very forgiving lady.

(Alwitra is a Mark I, with extra buoyancy, &nd was
crewad 2 up. =4.)

CAUGHT I A BLOW.

Sasha and her crew lesernt & few lessons in a
recent club race that I thought were worth
passing on, obvious though they be. The course
was one large triangle, about 10 nauticel miles.
The stzart was in strong gusty conditions
estimated at 2C to 25 kts. The first l2g was a
long r=ach, we st>>3 a bit high at first and
elthough we were only three up, &all war2
exserienced and were ragular Sasha crew, so we
bore away for th2 marx and thr2w the kite up.

K 24 It. yacht planing o & screaming soinnaxer
rzach is, to say the lesast, exhilerating sailing.

The next leg was zlsd> & reach but & bit close for
the kite, s> we lumped &long in a steep chop,
sailing free,

Lesson No.l coming up - Because we had two long
rzaching legs we had not adpraciatad how much
the wind had strengthened and were not fully
preparad for the windward work before we rounded
the mark. 4.e. We did not have all our sail
flattening adjustments set, resulting in a mad
scramble in a heeling, bucking yacht trying to
pull on tensior controls that are a 1ot eesler
when relatively up-right on a reach,

Zven after eventuzlly getting everything "on"

it was quickly apparent that we were ovarpowerad.
The wind had in fact freshened to gusting 35 on
the club house indicator., we todk a tack

towards the North shore of the leke, hoping for
smoother water. As we got closer to the shore

I could s2e just how badly we were being knocked
arb>und as the leeway we were making reletive to
the beach seemed more than our progress towards
the beach. Also> 1 was getting & little concerned
that in our extreme angle of heel we were develdp-
ing lee helm in the gusts instead of the the usual
"safety valve" rounding up in gusts.

3

Lesson N>. 2 was clearly obviosus., We were not set
up to reef the main and to get our genoa off
rejuired a fiddle et the base of the mast - a near
impossibility in the c3nditions without turning
and running. SO we pulled the main down (the
halyard is led back td the cockpit) abd to our
amazement proceeded to sail very effectively to
windward undsr genoa &lone,

Wwe were doing s> much better that in the Club-
house they assumed we were motor-sailing! Of
course we could not sall as close t9 the wind,

and we lost 8 lot of ground every time we tacked.
but our much improved speed was clear evidence
that too much sail had been up. The wind was so
gusty that in one extra hard one we put the
gunwale in under g2noa alone - (y>u cannot spill
wind as guickly from & cleated genoa).

But.....had we been able to reef the main, and/or
readily drop the gensa, I am sure we would not have
suffered the indignity of being outsailed in the
conditions by the stiffer RL28 and by & Tiwpenny
(with storm jib).

Sasha 1s set up so the main can be flsttened very
flat but gendsa has no furler (when racing) and is
not easy to get down, A sail hankx=2d on t> the fore
stay and with a gquick release halyard would have
readily been dropped and stowed.

Four other RL24's in th2 race did not finish, but
211 had lasser experienced crews - I was dis-
appointed we could not cop2 with the situation
betrer znd am now convinced that the anility to
easily shorten sail is an edsentiel gart of recing
an RL24. Sometimes the more obvious l2ssons are
hard to learn!

SLAZR RIZFING OF MAINSATL.

If you are not sure now t> sa2t up for rez2fing.
here 1is 202 way:
2 reefing lin=a is run

“rom DO>Om

end, through claw
cringle, bzck to boom through & chesXk block, &l2ng
boom to cheex £lock at goosz neck end, and up
through luff reefi From there is p
through 2 lead ither or the
or bdom.,  As $20° 3 on and szc
tis in irtermadizze re=f points. Position tac
at end of bosm sa thet pull is out as wa2ll es
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h top sectiorn of the me

ancy materisl., vell, roles
are rules. Here ars z few hints to h=lp vou gualify

iring

1. Use rigid P

system. roportion
This mixturs ar . about 50
to its ex: VO in about
is tack £ a mirut2s
mixing is ired and must be
20-30 seconds befcre pouring.

clean up.

2. Most masts are rigged with internzl halverds.
well thats O¥. Drill out the rivets and remove
the spinnaxer halyard block and that is where
the foam gets poured in. using a small plastic
funrnal. Seal up the top eround the main halyard

l1ock with a plastic gaulking compound and stand
the mast up at & steep angle with the top or the
ground. Some people advocate pouring the foam
around the internzl main halyard which can be
worked free of the foam before its firal hard
sat. Much batter though, 1f you go to the
trouble of remdving the halyzrd and re-install
it with a 1.75 length of plastic tudbing encasing
the section of halyard passing through the foam.

3, Be careful not to pour too much - it always
seems to expand more than ydu expect. Mix
several smell pours rather than try to estimat-
the correct volume for one pour. Also it is
better to pre-heat your mix by standing in hot
water- you get more expansion and bigger bubbles
of foam.

DECEMBER  1st.

Yes that's the deadline for your articles and news
for December Natisnal News.

Lets hear from your 5State - recent race results
especially wanted. 3Send to Yen Hackett, 159 Foster
St. Sale 3650 and help him make your newsletter
informative and intertaining Al represantative

of hustrelia all over.




"pulled down the storm jib when the first gusts hit
us. Lyn had been careful to put my lifejacket on
and had to open the hatch covers to get hers out of
the cabin., It was touch and go whether the covers
could be put back before we went over! We were in
line with the centre of the storm cloud as {t

passad from Altona to Black Rock and once it
envelopad us, the sea was whipped into a fury,
visibility was cut to 20 feet and the wind just
flattened us. Lyn was up near the mast on the

port side trying to und> the main halyard when

the full force of the wind hit. I found myself in
the water with the boat in ons hand the ruddar in
the other - I don't know how it came off. I cann2t
say exactly what happened to the boat, but can only
explain the initial and final positions by sgrmising
that we did a clockwise 270~ roll then a 180~ anti-
clockwise roll, looking from the stern, Lyn was
dragged under by one of the mast stays and can
remember looking up to sze deylight from under the
boat. I dragged myself around from the stern to
amidships t> see lyn emarge from under the bozt with
a few ropes around her. She had been undar for son2
time and was pretty breathless. wWe were able to sit
and recover on the s{de of the cockpit while the
gale raged around.

I decided to take the mainsail down or rather bring
it in as it was now lying horizontal - better late
than never. This was much easier than I expected
snd after a couple of minutes I rejoined Lyn for &
breather. The wind had absted somewhat so I decided
t> stand her up. No sooner had I climbed ardund

the gunwhale and put my foot on the keel then she
came over easily. The anchor had fellen out of the
anchor locker and held fast in the mud keeping us
headed int> the wind. Lyn and I sat down in the
cockpit both a bit amazed to find the boat the right
way up and still afloet and wondering if she was
going to stay that way. The wind was dropping
considerably and after a few minutes we felt safe
enough to open the hatches. The water was about 3"
below the main hatchway entrance and was mixed with
matches, ricebubbles, soap powder, sleeping bags,
books and camz2ras all sloshing around in the cabin.
A harrowing sight indeed.

kfter about half an hours bailing, we tried the
motar without success and as our rudder was gone

our thought turned to calling for some assistance.
The radis did not give any response so Lyn suggested
that the big red sheet with the "V" on it might
attract some attention. I had always wondered what
possible purpose it could have but no soomer was it
hauled up on the main halyard than we had two very
competent and sympathetic chaps in a Ports and
Harbours emergency boat by our side.

£11 in all it was quite an experience and one which
gives one confidence that despite mistreatment and
abusea the RL24 is & very forgiving lady.

(Almitra is a Mark I, with extra buoyancy, &and was
crewad 2 up. E=4,)

CAUSHT IV A BLOW.

Sasha and her crew learnt a few lessons in a
recent club race that I thought were worth
passing on, obvious though they be. The course
was one large triangle, about 10 nautical miles.
The stzrt was in strong gusty conditions
estimated at 20 to 25 kts. The first l2g was a
long r=ach, we st>»>d a bit nigh at first and
zlthough we were only three up, all wer=z
experienced and were regular Sasha crew, sO we
bore away for thz mark and thraw the kite up.

k 24 £t. yacht planing on & screaming spinnaxer
rz2ach is, to say the least, exhilerating sailing.

The next leg was zlso & reach but & bit close for
the kite, s> we lumped along in a steep chop,
sailing free.

Lesson No.l coming up - Because we had two 1ong
rzaching legs we had not appreciat2d how much
the wind had strengthened and were not fully
preparad for the windward work before we roundezd
the mark. 4i.e. We did not have all our sail
flattening adjustments set, resulting in a mad
scramble in a heeling, bucking yacht trying to
pull on tensiorn controls that are a 1ot easler
when relstively up-right on a reach.

Zven after eventually getting everything "on"

it was quickly apparent that we were overpowered.
The wind had in fact freshened to gusting 35 >0
the club house indicator. we took a tack

towards the North shore of the lake, hoping for
sm>other water. ks we got closer to the shore

I could s2e just how badly we were being knocked
around as the leeway we were making relative to
the beach seemed more than our progress towards
the beach. Also 1 was getting a little concerned
that in our extreme angle of heel we were develop-
ing lee helm in the gusts instead of the the usual
"gafety valve" rounding up in gusts,.

3

Lesson No. 2 was clearly obvisus, We were not set
up to reef the main and to get our gend>s off
required a fiddle at the base of the mast - a near
impossibility in the conditions without turning
and running. So we pulled the main down (the
halyard is led back to the cockpit) abd to our
amazement proceeded to sail very effectively to
windward under genoa slone,

we were doing s> much better that in the Club-
house they assumed we were motor-sailing! Of
course we could not sall as close tg the wind,

and we lost a lot of ground every times wa tacked,
but our much improved speed was clear evidence
that too much sail had been up., Th2 wind was 8O
gusty that in one extra hard one we put the
gunwale in under g2noa alone - (y>u cannot spill
wind as quickly from a cleated genoa).

But.....had we been able to reef the main, and/or
readily drop the genoca, I am sure we would not have
suffered the indignity of being outsailed in the
conditions by the stiffer RL28 and by a Tiwpenny
(with storm jib},

sasha is set up so the main can be flattened very
flat but genoa has no furler (when racing) and is
not easy t> get down. A sail hank2d on t> the fore
stay and with a gquick release halyard wdould have
readily been dropped and stowed.

Four other RL24's in the race did not finish, but
211 had lesser experienced crews - I was dis-
appointed we could not cope with the situation
better and am now convinced that the ability to
easily shorten sail is an es%ential part of racing
an RL24. Sometimes the more obvious lessons are
hard to learn!

SLAB RIZFING OF MAINSATIL.

If you are not sure how t> s2t up for rea2fing,

here is one way:

r reafing lin2 is run from bd>om end, through clew
cringle, back to boom through & chesk block, along
boom to cheek block at goosz2 neck end, &nd up
through luff reefing cringle. From there is passes
through a lead block to a cleat, either or the mast

or boom. - s soon as line is hauled on &nd secured
tis in intermediate resf points. Position tackle
at end of boom s> that pull is out as well a&s cown.

FOARMA _IN_ THI MAST

wWith taper=d mzsts now in commdn use on RL24's,

some owners have beaulked at complying with the

class rule reyuiring the top section of the mest

to be filled with bunyancy materizl. vell, rules
are rules. Here are & few hints to help ydou jualify

1. Use rigid polyurzthane foam which is & two pvart
system, Mix in egual proportions by valume.
This mixturs creams in about 5C seconds, rises
to its expanded volume in about 3% mirutss end
is tack free in about 8 minutes. Thorough
mixing is resguired &nd must be dsne in the first
20-3) seconds before pouring. Use acetans to
clean up.

2. Most masts are rigged with internal halyards.
Well thats OX. Drill out the rivets and remove
the spinnaker halyard block and that is where
the foam gets poured in. using a small plastic
funnel. Seal up the top a&round the main halyard
block with a plastic caulking compound and stand
the mast up at a steep angle with the top on the
ground. Some people advocate pouring the foam
around the internzl main halyard which can be
worked free of the foam before its firal hard
set. Much better though, if you go to the
trouble of removing the halyazrd and re-install
it with a 1.75 length of plastic tubing encasing
the section of halyard passing through the foam.

3. Be careful not to pour too much - it always
seems to expand more than ydu expect. Mix
several small pours rather than try to estimat=
the correct volume for one pour. Also it is
better to pre-heat your mix by standing in hot
water- you get more expansion and bigger bubbles
of foam.

DICZMBZR 1st.

Yes that's the deadline for your articles and news
for Dzcember Kational News,

Lets hear from your State - recent race results
especially wanted, 3Send to Yen Hackett, 155 Foster
St. Sale 3850 and help him make ydur newsletter
informative and intertaining Al.L representative

of Australia all over.




MAXK 1 SEILF RIGHTING AND_ BUJYIRCY.

These series of photos have been published in news-
letters before but sre re-produced again as they are
topical once more,

Phots No. 1 shows the Mark I hull, pulled flat with
meir and jib cleated and 100 k3 plate locked down.
Both sails are submerged, positive self-righting
obvisus from man with one fodot and wooden pole
pushing down on mest tip.

Pnoto Ko. 2 shows same situation &s photo 1. except
that plate completely housed. Neutral self righting.

Phots Ea.3 shows hull swampad by pumping in water

to overflow point. With two crew on board, hull
buoyant but only just - unstabtle in uoright wosition,
Boat ir normz) sailing trim, bunk “ushions left on-
board. 1o extra budyancy installed.

2USTRALIZ 11

rt least twd of Dur menbers, no less than Robb &
June Legg, were in Newport to witness history mede
ard were on hand to congratulzte the victoriosus
tussies, Can we 190k forward to our very own eye-
witriess report in next Kationzl News? Since keels
sre very much a contentious {ssue in RL24 circles,
maybe R>b might comment on this aspect 0f 12 meter
design?

WHLT  PRICE SCSTASY?

where sailing is concerned, the price >f pure
pleasure is not as high as some might expect if you
sail an RL 24. Those who've taken the trouble to
check will know the price structure of RL 24's
compares most favourably with all its wdould-be
competitors. Perhaps that's why there are more

RL 24's afloat than any other GRP trailable yacht
in Australia. Here's what you would currently pay
for & new RL 24. All prices are ex-factory and do
not include any State stamp duty chargss.

BASIC BO~AT $9,667
SAIL=-#whY KIT $2,514
BJOAT TO SAIL-2%AY STAGZ IX-FACTORY
514,769
BOAT TO DZ-LUXZI ST:5Z " ' 516,890

Prices are identical for swing or dro>» k=221 versions.
.

WIIGHT.

There have been murmurings around RL circles that some
new boets float pretty high. Are they under the
minimum weight rule is the implied guery. Your
committee are anxious to knock this sort of rumour
well and truly on the head, we don't need the hessle
of weighirng hulls to qualify for m2asurement certif-
icates. So......we have written to Rob raguesting &
formal manufacturers declaratisn that NO hulls will
ba built less thar. 454 kg. By the way we know of two
hulls that were specified to be maede down to minimum
weight. One of these was subsejuently s214d and the
owner ordered another new RL, this time deleting the
restricticn on the builder to keeo weight down t2
minimam,

Other relevent welight news of interest concerns

older hulls. Two Sazle bzsed boats ware stripped

dowr. ovar the winter to the status rejuired for

minimum weight measurement, i.e. normal fittings

ently attachsd but excluding keel, rudder, all

ng and other sundry removeble gear.

1t: Mark I hull (with considerzble added
buovyancy f£oam) 46 kg. overweicht.

MarxTII hull 156 kg. overweight.

Both these yachts perform well - the Mark IIlyacht
being in the top 10 in the 1983 Australisn Zhamoion-
ship st Southport,

BOARDING LEIDDIRS.

211 of us whd> do not have boarding ladders have
experienced the difficulty of getting back or board
after going for a swim. It mekes 2 lot of sense to
carry one while racing and we are in complete agree-
ment with the Trailable Yacht Sub-Committee of the
Victorian Yachting Council who are moving to make
this safety measure mandatory.

There is quite a selection of different ladders
aveilable, both fixed type &nd remdvable. fost are

still not that easy to use but all are better than
nothing.

STRZSS.

For those interested ir. the stresses snd strains on
thelr Boat, the following are the estimated strains
on various parts of the rigging on a Boat being
sailed four up in 3OMPH winds...

Jib luff and halyard, 180 kg (to windward)

Shrouds, (set 66 cm. behind mast) 360 kg. to wind-
ward on querter and Spinnaker set, 590 kg (not using
runners or back stay). With runners taking the m&in
load, mast compression is considerebly reduced and
strain on the runner would be about one third that of
a shroud for the game loading -

Main halyard, 115 kg.

NOTZ: It 1s necessary to use wire that has at least
d>uble the strength of the above figures, as stein-
less wire has considerable stretch when loaded above
half its maximum loading.

Also figures published for wire are breaking loads
whereas figures guoted for blocks and other fittings
are pofe working loads.
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‘B4 State Titla.

Notize of Race has bean sent to all Victorian
swners £3@ our annual Championshio Regatta. Lake
wellingtom is the venue. January 14 to 16 is the
weakand. Gippsland AL owners are planning the best
aver series,

Semember entries close December 30th,

SAILING PROGRAMMET.

1f you ame looking for spoortunities to race in
open cormpetition against sthar trailable yzchts,
y>u nave a wide range of events to choase from.
victoriams are fortunats in having many clubds
interested in trailable yachts and you should take
zdventag= of the varijed programme on offer, Plan
your y2ax around the following evarnts: -~

Date Zvent Club
Oct 29 rround Sunday Island Port Albert
*Joct 30 wellington Triangle LWYC
Kov l{cup Black Rock Cup BRYC

Aay) ~
*Nov 12 Geelong to Queanscliff Gezlong TYC
Nov 19 petersville Series Ht.l 3Sorrento
*Dec 3 rround French Island warneet
Jan 1 Petersville Saries Ht.2 Sorrento
*7an 14-16 RL24 State Titls Lw7C
Jan 22 Rye Capel Sound Ry=

«Jan 23-29 RL24 2ust. Title Port 3tephens
Jan 28-30 ANA R2gatta Royal Geelong
Feb 11 Warneet Classic Wdarneast
Feb 18 Channels Race Portarlington

*Feb 25726 Rhyll wWeakend for RL24's Rhyll

*March 10/11Marlay Point Overnight

Race LAYC

March 25 Open =zvent for TrailablesSandringham

April 21-23Easter Regatta Gippsland Lakes

* These events are most popular among RL24 owngrs
and are nominated RL24 Association sutinas.

wWHAT'S  IN_ 2 NEME?

’

k great deal, it would seem, for meny yacht and
boat owners. For some it is an expression of the
romantic element of their relstionship with the sea:
£5r others it complements arn imag=2, an ertifact of
tns ego. TFor others still, it is a link, & trigger
to> conjure up andthar worlg, a transport of delight
irto the subconscious. For a few it is just 3
mzzns of identifying their boat.

Fortunately, there are no p=2dple in this lest
catagory ir the RL24 /ssociation. Indeed, many
owners navs the most fascinating and complex 2f
rezsons behind the name of their yacht, some of
which we share here.

TELITH:. En frabisn npame given to femsles, it
means *as graceful as & gazalle". It
is &lso kiblical: it &ppears &s & Young
girl's name in Luke, Ch.E,

Dafirad in the Pocket Oxford &s "comiort,
the zlleviztion of stress”., Just what
sziling is to Dick Lrmstrong.

L3

the treditional

ks ir "Burble B2s Y R
2 hon's boats.

zllow
colour of Pat and Rez Mz

Named far the owner's daughter, Miss
Jactuilire Lewis.

SOLITAIRE. "4 preciosus jewel, set zlone”.
Particularly appropricte for Greham &nd
Jenny McDonald's bzzutiful Mk.1l.

£LICIA 2. Named to honour 8 lifa-long romance

between a skipper ani a certain Mrs.
+lison Petricie Smith.

spPLl

O

whern Ken Rziney's licht greer and yellow
boat was delivered, son Craig expressed
the view that it looked like a lime

splice icy-pole., Some mothers do 'ave 'em.
ARITRZ . The beautiful but wilful ses-siren who
seduces Peer Gynt in Korwegian pleywright
Henrik Ibsen's drama "Peer CGynt”, For the

Corben's, it is &an apt remirder and link
with Scandinavia.

SUELIME. “supreme or perfect" - & most appropriate
description of Keith &nd Yvonne Hayes'
boat which is one of the mast superbly
finished yachts of any type afloat. 1Its
colour? & delicate pastel green.

ARZHENLL. Named by Doug and Denni Lee to honour the
hssociation's most remarkable and best
1oved woman, Archena (Arch. to everyone)
Olney who, with hustand Geosff, introduced
the Lees to the joys of cruising.

Touc2ll. Fretty well everything Don and Betty
Charters did on their Mk. 1 involved two
cans - paint, polyester resin, etc, But
more impsrtantly they proved ysu don't
need a8 lot of people to sail an RL 24 -
two can,

TINTARRI. An old tribal word meaning Timdthy and
Tarya, children of the boat's original
owners. Fortunately Charles and Joan
Blackney, the boat's pmesent custsdians
are to> busy to change the nane.

SZ/. WEPD. was "Bunyip" until s51d to a keen ex-
skiff sailor named C. {(for Charlie)
Webb. Think abdut 1t.

BULYIP 2. "L mythical mysterious Australian
creature" not necessarily a monster
unless the drop keel hits the bottom
in 30 knots. Replaces the first
"Bunyip" ir. Charlie and Sylvie Gatts
garage.

cCrSUS. Nem2d by Bruce and Barbara Castles for
the winged hors2 of classical
mythogogy. Within the RL 24 2ssocia-
tion "Pegesus" hes, itself, become a
legend. /.5 & bdat name "Pegasus" heas
a long history in the Castles' family
being first usad on a clirker built
Czdet dirghy sziled by Bruce's fethar
Sruce still hzs the brass name 2late
from this lovely old boat.

7 éynasty of RL 24's established by
Michasl and Cristina Shaanon which
carry the name of a Cadet dinghy
Michzel sziled es & lad in #delaide.
The origin 2f the name 1is not
entirely cleer but is doss appezr in
& booklet of zboriginal place names
oublished by the fustralien Mus2um
in Sydnzy in 1559. There the m2aning
is given as ‘'young girl'.

Some years ago, Ruth &rnd Ken Hacrett
enjoyed an outstending holidey ir ths
Snowy Mountains which still festures
pro~irently ir their memcries. Th2
nare of the lodge &t which they stayed
wgs Szshza,

L& _MENCHA, Now seiled by John Goven, this boat
was ramed by former owner Doug Lee.
Doug chos2 "La Mancha" beceuse, &t the
timz, the boat reprasanted his
impossikle dream.
This, of courcse, is by no means & complets trestmant
of the field end e&s the research corntinues, the
Newgletter will bring you further d2tails ir coming
issues. Ir the meantime, if ydu have & special
rezson for the name 2f your RL 24 how abdout shering
it with the issocietion by dropping & line to the
Editor. ’

WIL1 JAMSTOWN TO WERRIMEE RIVER PICNIC RACE -

Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th November

The RL24 Asscociation of Victoria invites owners tC participate
in & cruise from Williamstown in Hobson's Bay to Perribee
River.

This has proven to be a popular event in previous years.
Tt is proposed to meet at Ferguson Street Pier Williamstown
for lunch and depart for Werrihee River at 130C hours.

This will allow sufficient time for the delightful 14
mile €ail and 30 minute motor/ssil up the river to a most
plessant 38Q spot. Those who wish to may stay over-night and
sail home on Sunday. For those unalle to stay over-night it is
suppested that they make arrangements to have their car and
trailer taken to Werribee River for retrieval,

For further details please contact Lick Armstrong.

(03) 336 1432

Social

A very enjoyable time was had by sll who attended our
socis) night at Frankston on Ist October. Details of the trip
to Kefuge Cove, Wilson's Promortory were discussed for the Z9th
Oct. to Ist Nov, and a video of the America's Cup was played.
Thankyou Keith and Yvonne Hayes for opening your home and
making us s0 welcome.
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WINTER RACING REPORT

M Tbour ne

Hobson' s/ 3sy Yacht Club
Port Ph/’lhh Bay

A
Rare § 23,7.83 Y
137 Fine 5-10xts Porft course.

Bunyip was forced o
restaft. This was fortun:
at the first mark. Here

1 the eterting line prematurely and had to
¢ becauvde she missed the shemozzle at
Splace was\called up by Jo-Jo but
could not keep clcar. As khe was fepded off she went sbout
and fouled Sea-Webb who wa luyxng the mark on starboard. Solace
took| her penalty and cued]( : watthed Sea-Webb and Jo-Jo
move out ahead,

By the gybe mark JQ
Solgce and Bunyip. A lu
Bunyip on the spinnaker r

Shamrock (rom Jo-Jo, Sea-Webb
T wad held by Solace and
] unyIp, pylled ahead on the
N caAN work, Jacqui held t fe fropt runn tkn the later stages
Fn-ng “third place ovex owe-( 1, !Q,ab»l- gz for 2nd RLZ4 place
Q:-J/s issue cz. [ rock held hek &ff by a small margin.
N ny/ /’:._
. ‘ -
Starboard gourse,

TRece 6 e.siR3
100 Icy wind 35-45kts

r1ing_line and left
Shamrock clearly in the lead. Sea-Webb still managed a fair
start with Solace and Jacqui. Bunyip had rigging problems
and withdrew before starting.

Py the time Shamrock had completed the first triangle
she was a full leg ahead but unfortunately retired after one
more lap still with 8 healthy margin on the entire fleet,

Solace and Sea-Webb fought out a close duel throughout
the race with their mainsails inside ouvt most of the time.

None of the RL's used spinnakers. Some reef the main
or wore storm-jibs, Even so, speeds of more than 10 knots
were attained on the runs and close reaches.

RLZ4 finishing order: Solace, Sea-Webb, Jacqui, Shamyock INF,
Puryip PNT Jo-Jo DES, Drumbeat DNS,

Race 7 20,723
Col” N.W. wind 15-20knots at the start,dropping out to nill and
then shifted to the north 15-2C knots. Flenty of rain.

Six RL's started. Sea-Webb put in & good first leg picking
up a full minute as the wind dropped away..... Bunyip sailed
through the fleet picking up a lot of places.

The variable conditions were frustrating, Solace and Sea-Webd
sat st anchor for ten minutes at one stage waiting for the

wind to pick up while some of the fleet drifted backward with the
tide. The final result st the RL time limit « Ist Shamroc)k,’
7nd Jacqui, 3ré4 Drumbeat, .

Face * 2.0,¢3
T5-50knots K.
A, -~trong wind uarnxng was current during the merning. The wind
increased from I5 knots to 35 knots as the race got under way,

The scuslly conditions had boats reef ing down before the
full force nf the front reached the fleet, The kL's were
handling the conditions well and making great time but disaster
befell Sea Webt when tacking in close. A bullet knocked her
f1s8t. As the wind on the hull drove the mast under the surface
water entered over the top of the main hatch storm-boards. (Two
of three sections were in place) This comdbined with ilack of
foar in the mast caused her to invert completely even though the
keel was locked down.

The first RL home was Jacqui who after an exciting final leg
croseed the line half a boat length ahead of Shamrock.

Race © 17.0,83
IN-T0krots SLE.

Althoarh the entire RL fleet was barred from sailing with H.8.7.C,
until infividua)l certification of positive self-righting could
be procuced, three RL's sailed the course and saw 3gain the
supericrity of Don Lewis in Jacqui at the fore,

First F1 Jacqui, 2nd Shamrock , 3rd Solace

FINAL PLACINGS FOK THE SERIES (RL24's)
After dropping two of the nine races were:-

ist  Jacqui bon lewis 75 points
=2nd Shamrock 66
=Znd  Solace 66
3rd  Sea Webb 56

Notes and Obsecrvations on Race®

It appears that the 100 kg swing piate was not enough under
these conditions. Also the bouyancy in the bow, coamings and
under the cockpit and quarter~berths still left the gunwhales
below the surface after she was righted.

1 - recommend’ (where 100kg plates are used) that 50kg
of lesd be fixed to the floor beside the plate case to give the
boat a positive spelf-righting moment. And......

1 als0 recommend that at least another 2-3 cubic feet
of foam be fitted under the vee berths and both sides of the
o/t wotor well in the stern,

EQSEJ CF"OSS ‘«)O('C!

Acrnss

Personally ] never Wint to see or hear of another RL
Pleare d0 enture that your bost has & positive

“bottling”,
sell righting momcnt, Add ballsst if required: S0kg will make

her stiffer and will not 810w you down, Apd fit a lockdown bolt
to your rlate case, (You might be able to pxck up » heavier plate
from somrone who has converted 1o s drop keel?)

Do increane the bouysnt material {n your bost, Two poOt
polyursthane foam js essy 10 use, (s good tip is to heat the cans
in hot water before mixing) or use Nh'i’\e polystyrene foam away

from fuel sreas as it wil) dissolve when in contact with petrol,

Another point to consider-

Drain holes Who needs a cockpit, cockpit lockers or
an sanchor well full of water in trying conditions?. One gallon
of water weighs 10 pounds and ] estimste the anchor well to
hold at least 20 gallons, Drain holes from the cockpit,
cockpit lockers and anchor well should be sufficiently large
10 empty these sreas in minimum time: ....."that a swamped
cockpit fully empties in less than 3 minutes..." AYF Safety
Regs 3.3.1(0) (1f the bottom of your main hatch opening
is Jower than your outboard motor'tramsom’ your cockpit will
drain into the cabin first.: Consider fitting ¢ shallow storm
board permsnently,)

recomme nd one 50mm (2”) for the cockpit, one 25mm
(1") drainhole in each cockpit locker and two 25mn (1" )in the
anchor well, (If these holes are made above the existing holes
dargerous levels will be drained guickly and equipment willnot
not he lost through them,)

Happy and safe sailing
Lick Arestrong
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1f you ere keeping your cool while the rest
of the crew are losing theirs, ite guite
likely you just dorn't understand the
situation.



THZ 3120SLAND _L/KES, Part (Refer Pugust issuve
7 for Part 1).

Histsrical: &ngus Mcitillan discoverad Gippsland
in 1641, having travz1lled south from Monaro-
Canberra district. His route was thrsugh Jm20
and down the Tamb> River t> the shor=s >f Lake
King, then travelling westward across the
Mitchell, Avon, Thompson end Latrobs Rivers td
the shoras of Port Albert.

The report of excellent grazing land quickly
brought sjuattars with their herds to 9pen up
the country, Port Albart was their &ccess for
trade and supplies, because of the extramely
rsugh and boggy terrain in the west Gi»opsland
ragion.

The entrance to the Lake System near Lak2s
Zntrance was later used for oc2an going ships
(t> Melbsurne, Sydney, the Snowy Rivar and
occaionelly New zz2aland) with extensive use o>f
smallar ships within the Lak2s trading betwaen
5zl2, Bairnsdale, Paynesville, Metung, Lakas
IZrtrance apd 3ruthen.

Surirg this erz th2 entrance from the Lakes
Systen t> the sea (near Lakes Intrance) shifted,
sometimes closed and was always hazardous to
negotiate, In 1863 a *permanent’' man-made Jpening
t5 Bass Strait was completed across the Kinety
Mile Beach at Laxas Zntrance.

It was not until the devalopment of the rail in

1589 that thers was any fzll off of this tradz,

until finelly in the 1930's treading ships ceased
to cun.

,

GUIDE TO FATILITIZ3Z . ‘
From Kzith Havyes (3ublime).
faynasville -

S>me 30 km from Rairnsdala (Princ2s “wy) and centre

5f the lakas district with a8 permana2nt settlement

>f approx. 2020 people. Doctor and chemist plus

2 f503 stores (gena2ral) 2 butchers, bakar, hardware

end twd> hotals.

Open trziler parking available togethar with private

szcurity par<ing (2 2cras =nclas2d) at Ta2d wilson's

anorox. $10 per week, car end trailer. Leunch ramps -

& - ir various locatisns.  Shower and toilet facilitiss

zdjacent t> Hdotel/¥>tel and on Peynasvilla foreshore.
2r aveilzble kst not 2asy t2 locete. ESleactric

232 on ioreshore and bdats c¢an lay in cios2 td> shore,

tidel movemant ligable.

Zonflict ¢ with locals whan try

puplic j2tty's. New shower block on

to Zzgl2 2o5int public jetty on Zegle

Nicholson and Tamb> River's offer Hotel

water facilities adjzcant td> Highwey.

in the rivars

frejuent pessing powsrcralt.

Ove
not r=commandad due to wave

Joer. £ire 324's ere lsczted at 3perm .hele Head,
Rotamah Island, Stzamer Landing, Zaglz Point and
Zastarn end »>f Reywond Ieland. Toilet fzcilities are
zvailabla at locality mantioned exc22t the last
ioceation.

Locksport -

Petrol ard £55d sapplies short walk Irom pudlic jatty.
Town is on tank wataer snd frash water is difficult to
sotain. Points west of this area are sparsly populated
with very limitad susonliss at Hollsnds Landing store.

Metung -

Two public jetty's, with fresh water difficult to
obtain even though town water is reaticuleted. Zlectric
E32 on lawn oppdsite Hdtel and tap rajuiring spanner;
some 200 yards in park. Twd food stores and butcher.
One ramp with limited par<ing. Petr>l and fresh water
readily available from "Mark Halls" fuel jetty in
Chinamans Arm somz 3 km N.Z. of Metung, hot showers,
als> availabls 60c per head. & hot natural spring
flowing continususly since 1920 has be=n made irnto
three terraced spa pools by local Rotary. Club
situated in N.w. corper of Chinamans Zrm. 20c
admittance and difficulty may be encountered in land-
ing people. Tidal movement minimal,

Nungurner -

National par< with toilets, B32 (electric) puolic
jetty, nd> water available, tidal movement approx.
«4 metre (16 inchas), no shops etc.

Barrier Lending -

Due west of Lakes Entrance approx.
onto ocesn beach. National Park, no water etc. only
dry toilets. Excellent swimming, tidal movement .5m
(18 inches) and flows strongly 4 knot®, very popular

overnight beach anchorage for trailable yachts. Sandy
bottom.

5 km, backing

Lakes ZIntrance -

%11 supplies and facilities available. Care should be
taken when nzgotiating past the sea entrance where ebb
tide can flow at 7 knots. Permission to stay at
public j=tties should be obtainad from harbour master
on Bullock Islend or from head of Police. Many yachts
prefer to go down "or the hard" adjscant to> foot
bridge opposite town naxt t> oczan beach.

Tidal movement &pprox 1lm.

Rel -

G

rn excellent natwork of Cosstguard Stations maintain
24 hour monitoring. Call signs ars printed edjacent
t> 211 launch ramps. Freguent sgualls up to 30-40
knots can be encountered at isolated times with
warning being given or the em=rgency channel.

The shore line gen2rally offers little protection
sverrnight with bays, irlets and rivers offering
excellent sh2lter. The most preferred anchors are
rdmirelty (pick) and C2R which bite into the soft
muddy clay which abounds in most &nchorsges.

Fishing is fair and swimming very safe &s sharks
heve not bsen known to ever frazjuent the inlend
waters although occasional s2&ls are sighted.

Charts of the Lakes are readily aveilasle (Broadbent
5. 184) or similar from general f5>d stores. If you
rejuire a chert for pre-plarning write td "Newsagent
General Store”, Paynesville. Vic 3B80C. Approx. cost
$4 plus postage.

CRUISING M/LLACOOTA IKLET

This article has been held over until a later issue,

CRUISING MYALL LAKES.

krother article on the bezutiful Myzll system will
be published in December Nstional News. Just in
time for you to read up defore yosu hit. the rosd
for the Netional Titles.

CRUISING ARTICLZIS WANTZID PLIA3E.
EMERGENCY: at sea, an emergency situation is

presumed to exist whensver one Or mdre pedple
find thems=21lves on any floating craft in
watars whose depth makes it impossible for
the shortest one of them to stand on the

bottom and still have his head completely
above water.

.




